
 

 

Oasis Blakenhale Junior School 
LOCAL OFFER 

Oasis Blakenhale Junior School is an inclusive mainstream setting, where the needs of pupils with a Special Educational 
Needs /Inclusion needs and or disabilities are being met to ensure that all children make the best possible progress. 

This leaflet is to inform you of the types of support available for your child at Oasis Blakenhale Junior School and help 
you understand how this support can be accessed. 

 
1. What are special education needs (SEN) or disability? 

 
Definition of SEN 
At our school we use the definition of SEN and for disability from the SEND Code of Practice (2014).  This states: 
Special Educational needs: A child or young person has special educational needs if he or she has learning difficulty or 
disability is a significantly greater in learning than the majority of others the same age. 
Special education provision means educational or training provision that is additional to, or different from, that is 
generally for others of the same age in a mainstream setting in England. 
Disability: Many children and young people who have SEN may have a disability under the Equality Act 2010- that is a 
physical or mental impairment which has a long-term and substantial adverse effect on their ability to carry out normal 
day-to-day activities.’ 
This definition includes sensory impairments such as those affecting sight or hearing, and long-term health conditions such 
as asthmas, diabetes, epilepsy, and cancer. 



 

 

1.PEOPLE WHO SUPPORT CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS/ AND OR DISABILITIES/INCLUSION IN THIS 
SCHOOL: 
Who are the best people to talk to in this school about my child’s difficulties with learning/ SEMH Social Emotional 
Mental Health /Special Educational Needs/Disability (SEND)? 
 
Class teacher 
In the first instance, class teachers are the first point of contact for any concern regarding your child whether it be 
SEN/Inclusion or any other matter. 
 
Where necessary a class teacher will then take further advice from a member of the Inclusion team. 
 
Inclusion Team 
The Inclusion team at Oasis Blakenhale Junior School includes: 
 

 SENCO Lead: Miss Speers  
 

 Senior Learning Mentor: Mrs Mardenborough 
 

 Speech and Language Teaching Assistant: Mrs Bampton 
 

 ASD Specialist Teaching Assistant: Mrs Winkett. 
 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

Roles and responsibilities 

Class teacher                   
He/she is responsible for:      
•providing a differentiated 
curriculum to meet the 
needs of all learners              
•ensuring that all children 
have access to 
good/outstanding teaching   
•identifying pupils with SEN 
so that early intervention 
can be implemented.          
•liaising with parents and 
SENCo                            
•drawing up and 
implementing pupils 
individual target plans.   
•attending pupil review 
meetings.                     
•planning for teaching 
assistants to work with the 
children as appropriate in 
small group work        
•ensuring that the school’s 
SEN policy is followed in 
their classroom. 

SENCO 

The areas of responsibility 
for the SENCo includes: 
 

 The day to day running 
of the school’s SEN 
policy 

 liaising with staff 

 Maintaining the schools 
SEN register 

 Monitoring the progress 
of all pupils with SEN 
(ITPs) 

Liaising with parents with 
children with SEN 

 Contributing to the in-
service training of staff, 
and liaising with external 
agencies 

 

Learning Mentor 
The areas of responsibility 
for the Senior Learning 
Mentor include: 
Supporting children with 
SEN needs and challenging 
behaviour. Supporting 
children with SEN needs 
and challenging behaviour. 
Working with children and 
their families. 
She works with small 
groups of children or 11 
sessions where required 
and is responsible for 
Safeguarding and 
Attendance. 
 
SALTA 
Mrs Bampton supports 
children with speech and 
language difficulties as an 
intervention.  She is guided 
by assessments from a 
speech and language 
therapist, who comes into 
school fortnightly. 
 
 

Sports coach 
Supporting children with 
SEN needs and challenging 
behaviour. 
Enriching the curriculum 
through sports/alternative 
curriculum 
 
 
 
ASD champion/ HLTA 
Supports children who are 
having difficulties and have 
barriers affecting their 
learning. 
 



 

 

2. HOW COULD MY CHILD GET HELP IN SCHOOL? :  
Children in school will get support that is specific to their individual needs. This may be all provided by the class teacher or 
may involve:  

 Other staff in the school  

 Staff who will visit the school from the Communication and autism team (CAT), School nurse, Pines outreach service 
and Pupil and School Support. 

 Staff who visit from Outside Agencies such as the Speech and Language therapy, who attends fortnightly. 

Types of support available 
for children with SEN and /or 
disabilities in this school?  

What would this mean for your child?  
 

Who can get this kind of support?  
 

Class teacher input via 
Quality First Teaching 

 The teacher will have the highest 
possible expectations for your child and 
all pupils in their class.  

 All teaching is based on building on 
what your child already knows, can do 
and can understand.  

 Using a variety of teaching strategies so 
that your child is fully involved in 
learning in class.  

 Putting in place specific strategies 
(which may be suggested by the SENCO 
or staff from outside agencies) to 
enable your child to access the learning 
task.  

All children in school receive this.  
 



 

 

Specific small group work.  
This group may be:  

 Taught in the 
classroom or outside.  

 Taught by a Teacher or 
a Teaching assistant 
who has had training 
to lead these groups.  

 

 The teacher will plan group sessions for 
your child with targets to help your 
child to make more progress.  

 A Teaching Assistant/Teacher (or 
outside professional) will run these 
small group sessions using the teacher’s 
plans, or a recommended programme.  

These are often called Intervention groups by 
schools. 

A child who has specific gaps in their 
understanding of a subject/area of 
learning and identified as needing 
some extra support in school.  
 

Specialist groups run by 
outside agencies  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 If your child has been identified as 
needing more specialist input, referrals 
will be made to outside agencies to 
advise and support the school in 
enabling your child to make progress.  

 Before referrals are made you will be 
asked to come to a meeting to discuss 
your child’s progress and help plan 
possible ways forward.  

 Outside agency professionals will work 
with your child to understand their 
needs and make recommendations. 

 
 
 
 

Children with specific barriers to 
learning that cannot be overcome 
through Quality First Teaching and 
Intervention groups. 
 



 

 

Children with a Statement of 
EHCP 
 
This means your child will 
have been identified through 
the plan as needing a 
particularly high level of 
need. 
 

 

 The school (or you) can request that 
the Local Authority carry out a 
statutory assessment of your child’s 
needs.  

 After the school has sent in the request 
to the Local Authority they will decide 
whether your child’s needs seem 
complex enough to need a statutory 
assessment. If this is the case they will 
ask you and all professionals involved 
with your child to write a report 
outlining your child’s needs.  

 After the reports have all been sent in 
the Local Authority will decide if your 
child’s needs are severe, complex and 
lifelong and whether to write a 
Statement or EHC Plan. 

 The Statement or EHC Plan will outline 
the type of support the Plan requires.   
It will also have long and short term 
goals for your child.  

The school will then look at resources possible 
in school in communication with the LA and 
parents to see what type of support is 
possible linked to resources available. 

Children whose additional needs are 
severe, complex and lifelong. 



 

 

The school will allocate resources available to them linked to the needs of all children in the school. 
All resources/training and support are reviewed regularly and changes made as needed. 
 
 
 
3. FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 

How will we support your child with identified special 
needs starting school? 

We will first invite you to visit the school. If other 
professionals are involved, a meeting will be held to discuss 
your child’s needs; share strategies used, and ensure 
provision is put in place before your child starts. We may 
suggest adaptations to the settling in period to help your 
child settle more easily. We will share with you the 
resources we have available in school to support your child. 

How can I let the school know I am concerned about my 
child’s progress in school?  
 

If you have concerns about your child’s progress you should 
speak to you child’s class teacher initially. If you are not 
happy that the concerns are being managed and that your 
child is still not making progress you should speak to the 
SENCO or a member of the Leadership team. 
If you need further information you can make an 
appointment to speak to the Executive Principal. 
If you still have a concern you can put your concerns in 
writing to the Academy council. 



 

 

How will the school let me know if they have any concerns 
about my child’s learning in school?  
 

When a teacher has concerns about your child’s progress, 
and targeted teaching has not met the child’s needs, the 
teacher will raise this with the SENCO.  
Teachers also have pupil progress meetings with the SLT 
every term to ensure all children are making good progress. 
This is another way your child may be identified as not 
making as much progress as they could be. 
If your child is identified as not making progress the school 
will make a decision about whether to monitor this or set 
up an intervention group.  
If your child is still not making expected progress the school 
will discuss with you their concerns and any further 
interventions or referrals to outside professionals to 
support your child’s learning. 
You will be fully informed at Parents Evenings but also as 
the need is required.  

How is extra support allocated to children?  
 

The school budget includes money for supporting children 
with SEN. The Head Teacher decides on the budget for 
Special Educational Needs in consultation with the school 
governors, on the basis of the needs of ALL the children 
currently in the school.  
The Head Teacher/ SLT and the SENCO/Inclusion team 
discuss all the information they have about SEN/Inclusion in 
the school including; 

 the children getting extra support already  



 

 

 The children needing extra support  

 The children who have been identified as not making 
as much progress as would be expected.  

They then decide what resources and support is needed 
and link it to what support is available.  
All resources/training and support are reviewed regularly 
and changes made as needed. 

If a child has a Statement or EHCP does it mean they are 
entitled to 1.1 support? 

For a child with a Plan the school has the responsibility to 
look at the resources available in school to determine what 
type of support is available. This does not exclusively mean 
that the child is entitled to a 1.1 worker. 

Who are the people providing services to children with 
SEN/Inclusion in Oasis Blakenhale Junior school?  
 

 SENCO : Miss Speers 

 Mentor : Gail Mardenborough 

 Speech and language TA: Mrs Bampton 

 Tammy Winkett: ASD Champion 

 Deputy Principal :Mr Hunt 

 Executive Principal : Mrs Hoods-Truman 

 Academy Council 
- CAT team (Communication and autism team) 
- PSS (Pupil and school support) 
Speech and Language Therapy (SALT) 

 Occupational Therapy 

 School Nurse 

 Community Paediatrician 

 Educational Psychologist 



 

 

 CAMHS 

 Pines Outreach 

How are the adults in school helped to work with children 
with SEND and what training do they have?  
 

The school has a training plan for all staff to improve the 
teaching and learning of children including those with 
SEND.  
Whole staff training to disseminate knowledge, strategies 
and experience, to ensure consistency of the school’s 
approach for children with an SEND.  
Individual teachers and support staff attend training 
courses run by outside agencies that are relevant to the 
needs of specific children in their class. 
There are regular planning and assessment meetings. 

How will we measure the progress of your child in school? 
And how will I know about this?  
 

Your child’s progress is continually monitored by his/her 
class teacher.  
His/her progress is reviewed formally every half term and a 
National Curriculum level given in reading, writing, 
numeracy and science. 
If your child is in Year 3 and above, but is not yet at National 
Curriculum levels, a more sensitive assessment tool is used 
which shows their level in more detail and will also show 
smaller but significant steps of progress. This is called the 
audit continuum.  
Children with SEND may have an ITP and a one page profile 
and this will be reviewed with your involvement.  



 

 

The progress of children with a statement of SEN/ EHC Plan 
is formally reviewed at an Annual Review with all adults 
involved with the child’s education.  

How will we support your child when they are leaving this 
school? Or moving on to another class?  
 

We recognise that ‘moving on’ can be difficult for a child 
with SEN/and or disabilities and take steps to ensure that 
any transition is as smooth as possible.  
If your child is moving to another school:  

 We will contact the new school’s SENCO and ensure 
he/she knows about any special arrangements or 
support that need to be made for your child.  

 We will make sure that all records about your child 
are passed on as soon as possible.  

When moving classes in school:  

 There are transition meetings within school across 
year groups and phases. 

 Information will be passed on to the new class 
teacher and a meeting will take place with the new 
teacher. All ITPs will be shared with the new teacher. 

 Extra visits can be made to new environment and 
photographs taken for the child if needed. 

The school will allocate resources available to them linked to the needs of all children in the school. 
All resources/training and support are reviewed regularly and changes made as needed. 
If you would like more information of what Birmingham offer as an authority please follow the link below. 
www.mycareinbirmingham.org.uk 
 



 

 

 
 


