
WOW!  What a fantastic term that was!  I cannot quite believe that one of the longest term’s in the 

academic year is almost over.  The children at both academies have made so much progress that we 
are all bursting with pride.  With learning reviews, sports competitions and performances under our 
belt, I would truly like to thank all those supportive parents and family members who had positive 
words of encouragement and support – we very much appreciate it. 

 

This term has seen the children flourish as individuals but also in many areas of the curriculum.  Every 
visitor that has entered the academies has commented on the warmth, kindness and genuine            
happiness from both pupils’ and staff.  Our children have been described as ‘outstanding learners,’ 
which is highly accurate.  I would like to thank you all for your continued support as both schools      
continue to excel.  I am very proud to announce that the national and local progress figures were      
published on Thursday 13th December, highlighting the progress of all Year 6 pupils, in all schools in the 
UK. We achieved the following: 

 

Oasis Blakenhale Junior - Nationally: (20, 886 schools in the 
UK) 

Top 1% nationally for progress in Reading 

Top 10% nationally for progress in Writing and Maths 

Oasis Blakenhale Junior – Birmingham (357 schools) 

Ranked number 2 for progress in Reading 

Ranked number 3 for progress in Maths 

Ranked number 4 for progress in Writing 

 

We are over the moon with these much deserved results.  All the staff have worked 
incredibly hard to ensure all pupils have the best life chances possible.  Our creative 
and unique curriculum with health and well-being at the heart, has meant that our 
children are some of the highest performing in the UK.  This is something the school 
and the community need to celebrate! 
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In addition to the academic and character achievements, our FOO’s (Friends of Oasis) and Teaching 
Assistants worked hard to raise over £2, 400 through the Christmas Fayres.  All of this money will go    
directly back in to purchasing resources for the children and selections will be made through our       
Student Academy Council. 

Our sports teams have competed in Birmingham cluster events – winning their cross country heats!  
The Athletics team came second in their events and the Dance team also came second in the              
competition held last week.  I went to all events and I was brimming with pride. 

As for the enrichment performances and nativity – well…I am in awe of how confident our children are.  
Each performer was truly amazing and they ooze our ethos and 9 habits  

Other curriculum successes have seen an increased number of our younger pupils moving on to using 
handwriting pens – quite a few of our younger pupils and boys. The choir performing at the Town Hall, 
(thank you Miss Prosser) a group of delightful children singing for the elderly at their care home and 
Mrs. Bate has been cooking up a storm with all our pupils and selling delicious pizzas! 

During the Spring term, all pupils will continue to undertake blocks of enrichment.  This being; Art/
Textiles, Photography, Baking,  Life Skills, Beauty Therapy, Badminton League, DJ’ing and Ice Hockey to 
name but a few. By the end of the term, every child will have experienced some form of enrichment 
that will further enhance their skills in other areas of the curriculum (such as English and Math).  

If you have any questions relating to our bespoke curriculum, PE and enrichment programmes, please 
do get in touch. 

All that is left for me to say is; have a restful Christmas and a relaxing New Year and I 
look forward to seeing you all on Tuesday 8th January at 8:45am. 

 

   Mrs. Hoods-Truman 

   Executive Principal 

‘Healthy Bodies, Healthy Minds – Promising Futures.’ 
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E-SAFETY 

Please do be reminded about ensuring your child uses any form of IT based items  
safely.  Please read the poster below so you are aware of the age requirements          

surrounding some social media sites. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please ensure you do keep your children safe on-line and ensure parental controls are 

on.  The children have received lessons and workshops on staying safe on-line and it 

would really help us if you ensure your children are not using social media sites or   

posting any videos on Youtube etc.  In this heightened world of technology it’s all too 

easy to assume your child will be fine sat in the other room with a laptop or ipad.  

Please keep a watchful eye on them.   

If you need any advice, please contact the academy office on: 

 (0121) 783 3960 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiwvbTBgrfLAhWHfRoKHW6JAlUQjRwIBw&url=http://coolerinsights.com/2016/02/how-i-practice-un-digital-parenting/&bvm=bv.116573086,d.bGg&psig=AFQjCNGVJ_dRbvDWoHnTHy_wIEN3FF
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Please remember: Wellies Wednesday – Please send your child with a pair of 
wellies, in a named bag, every Wednesday.  

PE kits on Thursday – Please send your child to Nursery in their PE kit every 
Thursday.  

Wow, what an amazing first term in Nursery! 
 

Your children have been absolutely amazing. They have settled into 

Nursery and all have made lots of new friends. The children have loved 

exploring all of the different activities both indoors and in the garden. The 

children have been practising writing their names and we are so proud of 

them. Ask them to show you what they can do at home! In maths we have 

been learning to count, recognise numerals and spot lots of different 

shapes in the environment.  

After Christmas we have lots of new friends 

joining us as our learning adventure        

continues with our new topic ‘Food’.  

 

 



OFF TO A FLYING START  
 
A big thankyou to all the children for the fantastic work they have put in this half term. The progress they are 
making across all areas of the EYFS curriculum is great. All the staff have been impressed with their attitude to 
learning and willingness to try, even when they find it difficult. The staff have also been impressed by the    
number of children completing their homework. Well done all of you. 

A big thankyou also goes to all our Parents and Carers for being supportive to both your children and the 
Academy’s staff,  ensuring your child comes to school everyday. 

The workshops we have held this past term have been enjoyable and we will be planning more for the New 
Year. 

When we return our curriculum theme will be ‘Food’ so there will be lots of opportunities to cook and to taste 
food from around the world. 

 

On behalf of all the Reception staff can I wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

REMINDER! 

Reading Books 

Could you please remember to read with your child everyday 
and to write a comment in their reading journal please.  Also 
could your child please bring their reading books to school daily. 

 

Homework 

Just a reminder that homework is due in Thursday to allow for it 
to be marked and the following weeks homework to be put in. 

 

PE Kits 

Could you please ensure that you name your child’s PE kit over 
the holiday and that they have the correct PE kit on Wednesday 
and Friday. 

 

Water Bottles 

Could you please ensure your child as their water bottle in 
school everyday. 

ENRICHMENT 

On Friday afternoons the children enjoy a 
wide range of enrichment activities. This half 
term they have been: cooking, learning      
pre-sewing skills, IT skills, sensory play,    
drama, parachute games and first aid.  

All the children have learnt how to bandage 
and put someone in the recovery position. 
We certainly have some budding doctors, 
nurses and paramedics among us! 



What a fantastic start we have had to the year! The children have 

settled brilliantly into their new routine and have been working        

extremely hard since starting Year One. 

EXPLORERS 

In the first half-term our topic was ‘Explorers’. The children had a great 

time exploring their senses, what their bodies can do and even found 

out about famous explorers such as Tim Peake. We did some lovely 

work around the book “Beegu”, who was a very special explorer from 

space!  

As part of this topic the children visited the Think Tank museum and a    

brilliant day was had by all. We even 

visited the planetarium and learnt 

about space and stars in a wonderful 

immersive environment. 

 

 

 

 

FESTIVALS AND CELEBRATIONS 

This half term our topic is ‘Festivals and Celebrations’. We 

have learnt about all sorts of different festivals and are 

currently designing our own masks for a celebration. We 

have based our literacy work around ‘The Jolly Postman’, 

and have made jam sandwiches for Goldilocks’s party. We 

have even written our own instructions for how to make 

them! We have enjoyed learning about Diwali and had a 

lovely time at the Light and 

Dark experience! We found 

a kidnapped teddy by      

following a trail of glitter 

with our torches. 

We also visited St Thomas’s 

Church to learn about 

what happens at an infant 

baptism. We role-played 

the entire ceremony! 

HOME 
READERS 

Children are 

expected to read at home EVERY 

NIGHT. Please make sure you 

have signed your child’s reading 

diary. Children need to hand their 

book in each morning and their 

book will be changed if necessary.  

Thanks to the parents who 

attended our phonics workshop 

last half term! We hope you 

gained some insight into how we 

teach reading. If you were not 

able to make it and would like 

some support with helping your 

child to read at home, please ask 

your child’s class teacher. 

Spellings and homework are sent 

home every Friday and spelling tests 

are on a Friday each week. It is     

extremely important that your child 

is able to spell the words we send 

home. Please refer to the pack we 

sent out at the end of last half term 

for fun ways to help your child learn 

their spellings. Children need to 

practice every day for learning to be 

effective. Homework is due in by 

the Friday of the following week. 

REMINDER - PE KIT 

Children need their PE  kit in 

school every TUESDAY and 

THURSDAY please  

DON’T FORGET - ALL CHILDREN NEED A NAMED WATER BOTTLE 

IN SCHOOL PLEASE  



TAMWORTH CASTLE 

What an amazing day the children had at 

Tamworth Castle. The children learnt lots of 

new skills. First the children got to help lay 

the Lord and Lady’s table with Lucy the 

Maid. Then the children got to meet the Lady 

of the Castle. She was very strict.  

The children also got to meet Master Lincoln. 

Master Lincoln taught the children how to 

use a polearm and showed us the armour of 

a young boy.  

 

Well done to all the children who are practicing their times tables 

at home. We are seeing a real improvement. Keep it up! 

Year 2 Home Readers Reminder 
We would like to say a big thank you to all parents for reading with their child. This plays such 

an important part in their development in reading.  We expect the children to be reading a 

couple of pages each evening.  We would be grateful if you could sign your child’s reading    

diary every time they read.  

Lucy the Maid 

The Lady of the Castle  

 



Year 3 have been writing some fantastic poems this week about Dinosaurs. Here 
are a few fabulous efforts: 

Furious, fierce creature, 

Bashing, crashing, mashing, 

He runs and jumps like a tiger, 

Dinosaurs, dinosaurs, dreadful dinosaurs. 

 

Scary, snappy beast, 

Snarling, grunting, growling, 

He scoffs and gobbles like a giant, 

Dinosaurs, dinosaurs, dreadful dinosaurs. 

 

Monstrous, man-eating machine, 

Chomping, chewing, grinding, 

He rips and tears like a T-Rex  

Dinosaurs, dinosaurs, dreadful dinosaurs.  

    - By Divine  

D eadly, dangerous 

I nteresting 

N otorious 

O mnivore, old 

S naps, sharp 

A ttacking, abysmal 

U nbelievable, undefeated 

R oars, raging 

    - By Reece  

A rlo is a green dinosaur 

R ude to his enemies 

L onely kind dinosaur 

O utside he likes eating berries 

 

    - By  Ayesha 



THE VOICES OF BLAKENHALE CHOIR 

This half term children from Years 4-6 formed a Christmas choir.  

The children were very committed and spent weeks practising various Christmas  
carols such as Silent Night and Deck the Halls .  

Last week, the choir were able to demonstrate all of their hard work by performing 
at the Council House in Victoria Square. As the children arrived they were shown 
around the beautiful venue that overlooked the German Market. Although they 
were slightly nervous, they performed wonderfully and greatly impressed the 
crowd!  

 

WELL DONE! 

 

 

  

Please read with your child for at least ten minutes every day. It 

really does help them to make the best possible progress. 



World War 2 

During or topic World War 2, the children 

designed and made Anderson shelters     

connected to our topic materials. They had 

to identify which materials would be best to 

make the Anderson shelter and then build 

one. They were fantastic! 

On Wednesday 12th December,  a selection of our children, who have been learning to sign to 
songs with Wayne Barrow, visited our local Nursing Home to spread some Christmas cheer.  

The children were fantastic role models and to quote one of the residents “outstanding and a credit 
to the school and their parents”. The children, who for a number of them have only been signing for 
6 weeks, performed Rocking around the Christmas tree, Santa Claus is Comin’ to Town and We Wish 
You a Merry Christmas.   

Our six eldest members of the group from Year 6, also performed the first song they learnt to sign – 
Ed Sheeran’s Perfect.  

Visiting Heartlands Nursing Home was a pleasure.  We hope to return very soon and perform again 
for the residents who made us feel extremely welcome. 

Well done to our fantastic Signers  

 

Message from Heartlands Nursing Home 

It was wonderful having Blakenhale  come to visit us at Heartlands Care Home on Wednesday the 12th December.  All of 
our Residents thoroughly enjoyed them signing / singing Christmas carols, there was lots of interaction and plenty of 

laughter and smiles, the children were great even got some of our residents up to dance, our residents did not want them 
to leave. We would like to say a big Thank you to Miss Eadie for arranging this with us and an extra special thankyou to 

the children for a  fantastic afternoon, we do hope you will come back to visit us at            
Heartlands again. 

 

BIRMINGHAM 

This half term, Year 5 have been very enthusiastic 

when learning about their local geography:               

Birmingham. As well as visiting the vibrant city centre, 

which allowed children to see famous landmarks, we 

have written: an encyclopaedia, Birmingham poetry 

and a letter of complaint about the factory conditions 

during the industrial revolution. In our topics lesson, 

we have critiqued Birmingham musicians, completed a 

timeline of Birmingham and completed Birmingham 

art. We are so proud of the work the children have 

produced and their efforts towards their learning! 



A Productive First Term! 

Having completed their fast-paced and fun first 

term, the Year 6 children are making great gains 

in their preparations for the 201 SATS                 

examinations… I feel a great sense of pride in the 

achievements of our current year 6! They have   

truly settled into their learning and are moving 

themselves forward towards meeting their          

potential this coming May and beyond! 

Developing our Healthy Bodies, Healthy Minds towards promising futures! 

I am both proud and excited by all the enrichments activities experienced as part of Oasis Academy       
Blakenhale’s wonderful sporting ethos: ‘Healthy Bodies, Healthy Minds – Promising Futures’, Staff 
ranging from our Executive Principal, Mrs. Hoods-Truman, Year 6 teachers and TAs through to our 
dedicated fitness team have been involved in preparing a truly cross-curricular learning project that 
ied a range of aspects of sport, health and fitness together into a fantastic learning experience. 

 

English: the children have been studying sporting biographies, Newspaper reports and a range of   
other text types. Alongside this, the children developed their ability to add their own perspectives to 
their writing while exploring other ways to make their English work both vibrant and individual. 

 

Mathematics: having already adapted our curriculum in order to allow the children to revisit certain 
concepts and while being challenged with mathematical learning. The majority of this term’s learning 
with be centred on ratio, reasoning, shape and space. Don’t forget to keep encouraging your children 
to practice those multiplication tables facts and their inverses for division, e.g. 63÷7 = 9. Strong        
multiplication knowledge supports confidence in other areas of mathematics! 

Life-long learning; live-long learning… 
 
We will continue our topic task ‘Fit for Life’  as we enter the new year, looking at how sport can define us as 
human beings as well as providing exercise, entertainment and challenge. We will look at some of our most 
celebrated sporting heroes and consider how we can apply their successful mindsets to our own lives. 

In science, we will observe and generate ideas based around sport, this will help us define problems and 
think about questions in order to develop investigations; however this term the scientific aspects of sport 
and fitness were explored in the classroom and then revisited in the gym; on the playground and in other 
areas of the children lives. 

The intention will be to provide an extremely well-crafted interactive learning experience that will show our 
children the social, emotional and benefits to physical and mental well-being that a life-long relationship 
with sport and fitness can give to us. If at any point you have any queries or concerns during the year please 
don’t hesitate to get in touch with me directly 

 
Mr Willacy 



At this time of year we are allowed to indulge a little so I hope you enjoy the recipes 

below. I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a happy holiday season. 

Easy Mince Pies:  
225g cold butter  
350g plain flour  
100g golden caster sugar  
280g mincemeat  
1 small egg  
Icing sugar to dust  

Directions:   

To make the pastry, rub 225g cold, diced butter into 350g plain flour, then mix in 100g goldec-

caster sugar and a pinch of salt. 

Combine the pastry into a ball – don’t add liquid – and knead it briefly. The dough will be fairly 

firm, like shortbread dough. You can use the dough immediately, or chill for later. 

Preheat the oven to 200C/gas 6/fan 180C. Line 18 holes of two 12-hole patty tins, by pressing 

small walnut-sized balls of pastry into each hole. 

Spoon 280g mincemeat into the pies. 

Take slightly smaller balls of pastry than before and pat them out between your hands to make 

round lids, big enough to cover the pies.  

Top the pies with their lids, pressing the edges gently together to seal – you don’t need to seal 

them with milk or egg as they will stick on their own. (The pies may now be frozen for up to 1 

month). 

Beat 1 small egg and brush the tops of the pies. Bake for 20 mins until golden. Leave to cool in the 

tin for 5 mins, then remove to a wire rack. 

To serve, lightly dust with icing sugar. They will keep for 3 to 4 days in an airtight container. 

Gingerbread Men: 
 
Ingredients: 225g plain flour, plus extra for dusting, ½ tsp salt, 2 tsp bicarbonate of so-

da, 1 heaped tsp ground ginger, ½ tsp cinnamon, 50g unsalted butter, 100g soft brown 

sugar and 100g golden syrup 

Directions:  Heat oven to 190C/170C fan/gas 5 and line a baking tray with baking parch-

ment. Sieve the flour, salt, bicarb, ginger and cinnamon into a large bowl. Heat the butter, 

sugar and syrup until dissolved. Leave the sugar mixture to cool slightly, then mix into the 

dry ingredients to form a dough. Chill the dough in the fridge for 30 mins.  

On a surface lightly dusted with flour, roll out the dough to a ¼-inch thickness. Stamp out the gingerbread men 

shapes with a cutter, then re-roll any off-cuts and repeat. Place your gingerbread shapes on the lined trays,       

allowing space for them to spread. Cook for 10-15 mins, then remove from the oven and leave to cool. 

https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/content/top-five-whisks
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/content/test-best-pastry-brushes
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/content/kimberley-wilsons-top-five-cooling-racks
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/content/top-five-tupperware-sets
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/butter
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/golden-syrup


We would like to take this         

opportunity to wish all Parents,  

Carers and Children 

A  

Fabulous Festive  

Holiday!! 


